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users to interface with the computer system through visual means, rather than through textual

commands. In general, GUIs consist of windows, icons, buttons, and other graphical elements, as
opposed to the older command line interface (CLI) that allows users to type in text commands. In

most graphical user interfaces, the user can see the results of their input, rather than depending on
the system to transmit the input to the computer. Because users can see results of their input, GUIs
are used in many cases where it is important to make sure that information is entered by the user
and not by someone else, such as in health care. GUIs are now increasingly being used to access

databases in real time, but the terms GUI and CLI can be applied to systems that interact in this way.
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