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from the authors the health impacts of crack use are well established, but the world health
organization warns that cocaine use is increasing worldwide, particularly among young people. by

2010, the number of people using cocaine worldwide was estimated to be about 176 million users, or
about a quarter of the global population aged 15-64. particular concern exists about the use of crack,

which produces a higher plasma concentration of cocaine (50- to 100-fold) and a faster onset of
cardiovascular and other acute toxic effects than cocaine produced by powder. crack is also

associated with a range of serious health problems, including death, due to complications of drug
use, such as overdose, multiple drug use and criminal activity. users of crack are also more likely to
engage in unprotected sex and use a greater number of injection-drug use risk behaviors. methods:

to define the epidemiological profile of crack users, a cross-sectional, descriptive study was
conducted in a population-based sample of crack users in colombia. study participants, aged 18

years or older, were recruited in three major cities in colombia, one in each of the caribbean, central
and pacific regions of the country. respondents were interviewed face-to-face using a structured

questionnaire. the questionnaire collected information on sociodemographic characteristics, crack
use profile and history of use of other drugs. before the 1980s there were no charges at all in the us

for this, but they followed the ups and downs of the crack cocaine boom. the result of this has been a
more punitive approach, to both defendants and the community, dr. palamar, who is also the

director of the hiv epidemiology and prevention research center at nyus langone medical center,
said.
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